NATIVE LANDSCAPES

Native Iowa prairie plants and grasses are beautiful additions to any urban landscape.  Once established, native landscapes are low maintenance areas that add diversity to the landscape and serve as excellent wildlife habitat.  Native plantings are also good for the environment.  Their root structure increases soil organic matter, builds soil quality and helps retain and infiltrate storm water.

Planting them does not have to be restricted to open fields.  There are many ways to include this colorful, diverse plant community in your own landscape.  In urban areas, it is usually best to use short native plants to create an aesthetically pleasing landscape.  They can be located anywhere in a sunny landscape.  They can be intermingled in more formal beds and borders or create a natural prairie garden.  A turf border should be left to define the area or provide a path through the plantings.

We have several brochures and handouts on Native Landscaping from the Iowa Stormwater Partnership and USDA Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) available at City Hall (Karen Oppelt) and Building Department.  You can also access NRCS for on-line publications at www.nrcs.usda.gov.  We hope these will be helpful in creating a landscape in your yard that promotes water conservation and protects our water quality.

We have native plantings established in front of the Library and the behind the Fire Department.  Please take time to enjoy the flowers while they are in bloom the next couple of weeks.

