Altoona Board of Adjustment Hearing – October 1, 2013 – 6:30 PM

Members Present – Dale Sikes, John Rullman, Robert Hall
Members absent – Lea Morris, Doug Teuber 
Staff Present – John Shaw, Chad Quick, Susi Hoots

Others Present – William McGrean, Barbara McGrean
Chairman Rullman called hearing to order. 
#1.  Consider a request for variance from William and Barbara McGrean for their property at 1304 3rd Avenue SE, Altoona, Iowa.  They are seeking a variance from Chapter 167.04 (Accessory Buildings) to allow a second yard shed in the rear yard.
William “Bill” McGrean, 1304 3rd Avenue SE, Altoona, Iowa addressed the Board to present his request.  Mr. McGrean stated he would like to build a 12 foot by 12 foot shed to provide storage space for items belonging to his son.  McGrean explained that his son has cancer and was living in Maxwell, but is now residing with the McGreans and additional storage space is needed beyond the house and the existing shed and detached garage.  McGrean said there used to be a shed in the location where he proposes to construct another shed.

Rullman mentioned three options currently available:  (1) add on to the existing garage, (2) add on to the existing shed, and (3) add on to the house.

McGrean explained that due to a slope in his yard, a lot of concrete would be required.  Also he may have to take down a tree and has a workshop in his garage that he would not like to lose and the options may be more expensive.

Sikes pointed out that it is not the intent of the Board to be nasty and members and applicants are neighbors; according to law, a hardship, that is, something that restricts the use of the property from what it is designed to do, is required in order for a variance to be granted.  
McGrean questioned whether a building permit would be required if he goes with one of the options mentioned by Rullman.  Sikes responded that yes, a building permit is required.   Sikes further explained that if the McGreans choose one of the other options and the option complies with all zoning regulations, no variance is required.
Sikes moved to deny the variance request.  Seconded by Hall.  Vote:  Yes – Sikes, Hall, Rullman  No – None. 

#2.  Approve minutes of the September 5, 2013 hearing.
Hall moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by Sikes.  Vote:  Yes – Hall, Sikes, Rullman. No – None. 

Next hearing scheduled for Thursday, November 7, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.
Hearing Adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Susi Hoots
Community Services Administrative Assistant
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