
ALTOONA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING  
March 26, 2013 -6:30 PM 
Altoona City Hall 
 
Members Present – Scott Henry, Allison Hay, Dan Dove, Dan Narber, Anne Lohmeier, and Jill 
Pudenz. 
Members Absent – Eric Gjersvik 
Staff – John Shaw, Chad Quick,  
Guests – Dennis Mabie, David and Connie Wieslander, Paul Friedrickson, David and Eileen 
Vanden Baard, Janet and Bill Boeding, Scott and Sandy Rogers, Mitchell Nelson, Cindy Carlson, 
Dale Hartgraves, Bob Battani, Bob Williams, Gary Nicholson, Bernard Jennisch, Ed Pelds and 
Wally Pelds (Pelds Engineering), Jim and Linda Blocker, Kelly Townsend, Mike Clayberg, Rita 
Weisor, Councilman Mike Harmeyer, Mayor Skip Conkling, State Representative Joe Riding, 
Caleb Smith (McClure Engineering), Joe Pietruszynski (Hubbell Realty) and others not signing 
in. 
 
Henry called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., roll call was taken with all members present 
except Gjersvik. 
 
#1 Public hearing, consideration and recommendation of a development plan amendment for 
Tuscany Reserve, LLC, to allow an additional street connection from the proposed townhome 
area at the intersection of Lake Shore Drive SE and 14th Avenue SE (NE 80th Street). 
Caleb Smith, McClure Engineering, presented the development plan amendment.  One issue is 
emergency vehicle access and having to force traffic within the townhome development onto 
other residential streets in Tuscany.  Henry asked and Smith said the streets would be private 
streets within the townhome development.  The main street is planned as 28-feet wide and the 
others 26-feet wide. 
 
Dennis Mabie, 1226 Lake Shore Drive SE, attended the City Council meeting in 2007.  He said 
Council voted against this because of safety.  He said traffic is heavy on Lake Shore Drive.  Janet 
Boeding, 1300 Lake Shore Drive SE, is opposed to the link to Lake Shore Drive, saying the 
street has become a shortcut.  Kelly Townsend, 1621 17th Street SE, had questions about the 
original street layout.  Shaw addressed.  Tom Grogan, 1301 Lake Shore Drive SE, said there is 
too much traffic as it is now.  Bill Boeding, 1300 Lake Shore Drive SE, is also opposed to the 
opening.  He said he has talk to other neighbors and they are against it also.  Gary Nicholson, 
1315 Lake Shore Drive SE, is opposed to this proposed change.  Cindy Carlson, 1111 Lake 
Shore Drive SE, said she is a parent of small children and there is a bus stop in the 
neighborhood.  Jim Blocker, 1334 Lake Shore Drive SE, newest neighbor, has since realized all 
of the concerns that neighbors have voiced, this it would be a mistake.  
 
Henry asked and Shaw noted that 17th Street SE is planned as a collector street to extend across 
this southeast part of Altoona, connecting 1st Avenue South with 14th Avenue SE and points east.  
He noted that 10th Ave. SE would extend south to 17th St. SE.  He also noted that Lake Shore 
Drive SE is a 26-foot wide street and that is a standard width for a residential street in Altoona.  
Tenth Avenue SE is a 31-foot wide collector street.  He also reiterated that Lake Shore Drive was 
never planned as a cul-de-sac.  Pudenz and Lohmeier asked about additional traffic controls.  
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Shaw noted that the City can do a traffic count and have the Police Department look into speeds 
and accidents, more patrols.  Henry noted that he doesn’t see traffic decreasing until 17th Street 
SE is extended.  Seventeenth Street SE will be constructed as development occurs. 
 
Mr. Nicholson said his issue is not with speeding, it is that over time, the new townhome folks 
will find Lake Shore Drive as a shortcut.  Bill Boeding said he thinks folks will go the shortest 
distance.  Dennis Mabie said he has concerns about site distances on Lake Shore Drive.   
 
Dove asked if we could get a new traffic study, speeding, volumes.  Lohmeier asked about 
eliminating on-street parking and within the curve area.  Pudenz asked if not stub from the 
townhome development is installed until 10th Ave SE and 17th St SE are constructed. 
 
Joe Pietruszynski, representing the developer Hubbell Realty, spoke about how he doesn’t think 
a new study will change things.  The development of the Tuscany area was considered in the 
original report.  He said that holding this up, and denying access again, won’t correct the traffic 
problems on Lake Shore Drive.  Bill Boeding said he understands but he doesn’t see a proposal 
to stagger the access, and that Pietruszynski said the project will increase traffic some.   
 
Henry asked and Shaw noted that topography is very bad to the north and south of the Lake 
Shore Drive access point.  Staff seems to remember that staggering far enough apart was an 
issue.  Henry noted that Jim and Linda McPherson wrote a letter against the development.  Hay 
doesn’t think that is makes sense to stagger the street access.  Pudenz noted that she doesn’t see 
really anything changing do staggering access.  Could the City look at reducing speed to 20 
MPH and make sure the traffic study is done during school times. 
 
Motion by Narber to approve the development plan amendment subject to concerns being 
addressed including safety issues, speed, traffic volumes, parking and school busing.  Seconded 
by Hay.  Votes: Yes – Narber, Hay, Dove, Henry, Pudenz, Lohmeier; No – none.  Motion 
approved 6-0. 
 
#2 Public hearing, consideration and recommendation of a development plan amendment for 
Eagle Creek Estates to change 12 townhome unit lots into 10 single-family home lots.   
The developer has submitted an email stating they are not ready to proceed as need to hold a 
meeting of the homeowner’s association first.  Henry opened the floor in case anyone wanted to 
talk.  Sandra Rogers, 1025 25th Avenue SW, Altoona, spoke opposed to the change.  She had a 
list of 20 respondents that were also opposed.  She said they need the dues of the homeowner’s 
association for maintenance.  They also don’t want to mix kids with the pond.  Henry and 
Lohmeier both asked if the existing single-family homes are part of the HOA – staff noted they 
are not. 
 
Henry moved to continue the public hearing.   Seconded by Dove.  Votes: Yes – Henry, Dove, 
Lohmeier, Hay, Pudenz, Narber; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0. 
 
#3 Consideration and recommendation of a preliminary plat for Timberwood Plat 2.   
Wally Pelds, Pelds Engineering, presented the plat.  It is a one lot county subdivision with two 
outlots.  Plat was originally started for Stubbs Development.  Shaw noted for the Commission 

 2



 3

that Altoona has the right to review and approve plats within two-miles.  He continued stating 
the history and where we are now.  The new owner, Mr. Warren, wants to keep Lot 1 and Outlot 
Y and sell off Outlot Z.  Staff has concerns about future street connectivity and development in 
this area.  A restrictive covenant has been drafted that staff is agreeable to that ties Lot 1 and 
Outlot Y together so they cannot be sold separately.  This plan allows him to build a new house 
on Lot 1 and keep future street connectivity for this area. 
 
Pudenz moved to recommend approval of the preliminary plat subject to the restrictive covenant 
being approved.   Seconded by Dove.  Votes: Yes – Pudenz, Dove, Henry, Narber, Hay, 
Lohmeier; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0. 
 
#4 Consideration and recommendation a final plat for Timberwood Plat 2.   
No new discussion. 
 
Henry moved to recommend approval of the final plat subject to the restrictive covenant being 
approved.   Seconded by Narber.  Votes: Yes – Henry, Narber, Hay, Pudenz, Lohmeier, Dove; 
No – none.  Motion approved 6-0. 
 
#5 Consideration and recommendation a site plan for Catapult Data Center.   
Shaw presented the changes now proposed by the developers.  Main change is the size increase 
to over 466,000 square feet, an increase of over 80,000 square feet.  The building footprint is 
now uniform for all three buildings/phases.  The developers are still working on finalizing these 
plans to update with the new footprint and landscaping.  Staff anticipates having them prior to 
going to City Council. 
 
Lohmeier moved to recommend approval of the site plan subject to correcting deficiencies with 
staff.   Seconded by Dove.  Votes: Yes – Lohmeier, Dove, Pudenz, Henry, Narber, Hay; No – 
none.  Motion approved 6-0. 
 
#6 Minutes of the January 29, 2013 meeting. 
Henry moved and Lohmeier seconded to approve the minutes.  Votes: Yes – Henry, Lohmeier, 
Dove, Pudenz, Narber, Hay; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0. 
 
Old Business – None. 
 
New Business – None. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Next meeting April 30, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chad Quick 
Planner 
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