ALTOONA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

May 28, 2013 -6:30 PM

Altoona City Hall

Members Present – Scott Henry, Allison Hay, Dan Dove, Jill Pudenz, Dan Narber, and Anne Lohmeier.
Members Absent – Eric Gjersvik
Staff – John Shaw, Chad Quick

Guests – Keith Denner (Professional Property Management), Steve Moseley (Snyder & Associates), Ed Arp (CEC), David Powell (Community Business Lenders), Bill Wright (Terrus Real Estate), Councilman Mike Harmeyer, and others not signing in.
Henry called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., roll call was taken with all members present except Gjersvik.
#1 Public hearing, consideration and recommendation of a development plan amendment for Adventure Village to change the location of the storm water detention basin and open up a buildable lot along Adventureland Drive.
Mark McMurphy, ABACI Engineers, presented the amended plan, changing the location of the detention basin making another buildable lot on Adventureland Drive.  David Powell, Community Business Lenders, is aware of staff’s concerns.  When they took the land back from Dial it was planned for a large retail development.  They don’t believe large retail works now especially with the Prairie Crossing retail area further west on Adventureland Drive.  The property is already deed restricted to exclude hotels and some restaurants.  They are asking to let the market decide the uses.  Bill Wright, Terrus Real Estate Group, said they have been marketing to big users but having trouble attracting anyone.  They want to be able to sell Lots 3 and 4 as restaurants.
Shaw said the property is zoned C-3 (Planned Commercial).  Since 1994, the plan has been amended three or four times, rearranging lots.  The outlot/frontage lots sold quickly.  Culvers amendment added two more outlots for restaurants.  Council approved that change but wanted to see no more amendments (that plan had two outlots plus lot 3 as now shown).  The C-3 district calls for a plan, and staff is afraid that opening it up to anything really says there is no plan – we’re just trying to sell it off.

McMurphy said they just want the market to decide.  Lohmeier asked what type of interest there has been in the ground.  Shaw noted frequent contact.  Commissioners noted the property has been sitting vacant for about 10 years since the last development (Culver’s).
Motion by Dove to recommend approving the development plan amendment allowing restaurants on Lots 3 and 4, but no restaurants on Lots 1 and 2.  Seconded by Pudenz.  Votes: Yes – Dove, Pudenz, Hay, Henry, Narber, Lohmeier; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0.
#2 Consideration and recommendation of a preliminary plat for Altoona Towers Plat 1.
Keith Denner of Professional Property Management and Ed Arp of Civil Engineering Consultants presented the plat and site plan.  They are proposing two four-story buildings on about five acres.  It is a two-lot subdivision.  t is a very “urban” looking building with stone, steel, brick, and metal shingles.  Very energy efficient.  The plat is to split the lots for mortgage and signage purposes.  
Motion by Hay to recommend approval of the plat subject to deficiencies.  Seconded by Narber.  Votes: Yes – Hay, Narber, Pudenz, Dove, Henry, Lohmeier; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0.
#3 Consideration and recommendation of a final plat for Altoona Towers Plat 1.  

No new discussion.
Motion by Hay to recommend approval of the plat subject to deficiencies.  Seconded by Dove.  Votes: Yes – Hay, Dove, Narber, Pudenz, Henry; No – none; Pass - Lohmeier.   Motion approved 5-0-1.

#4 Consideration and recommendation of a site plant for Altoona Towers.  

Ed Arp discussed the site, layout, access and the 25-foot setback approved by the Board of Adjustment.  Part of the garages will be part of the parking for this site and will be utilized by tenants.  They will no longer be rented as storage units.  Karl Chambers (Imprint Architects) explained the exterior materials and the reason they don’t want to use EIFS.  Lohmeier asked about the narrowing of Adventureland Drive.  This project will come back to P&Z next month to request a change to the development plan.  Shaw explained the need for the amendment – commercial versus residential on the first floor.  

Henry moved to recommend approval of the site plan subject to deficiencies.   Seconded by Dove.  Votes: Yes – Henry, Dove, Narber, Hay, Lohmeier, Pudenz; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0.

#5 Consideration and recommendation of a site plan for ENSEVA.  

Steve Moseley, Snyder & Associates, presented the site plan for the ENSEVA data center.  It is a 13 acre site east of the Facebook site on 34th Avenue NW.  The building is about 17,000 square feet and can be added onto in the future as the need arises.   

Pudenz moved to recommend approval of the site plan.   Seconded by Lohmeier.  Votes: Yes – Pudenz, Lohmeier, Dove, Hay, Henry, Narber No – none.  Motion approved 6-0.

#6 Minutes of the April 30, 2013 meeting.

Henry moved and Hay seconded to approve the minutes.  Votes: Yes – Henry, Hay, Dove, Pudenz; No – none; Pass – Lohmeier, Narber.  Motion approved 4-0-2.

Old Business – None.
New Business – Next meeting we will have a couple of ordinance amendments.  Matthew Peirce was introduced as the summer intern with the planning staff.  A couple of concerns were noted including sign at storage units on 1st Avenue North, trailer behind Martinson Motors, maid-rite lot and cars being parked there, and the house at the corner of 1st Avenue North and 7th Street NW.  Staff will look into these issues.
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.  Next meeting June 25, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Chad Quick
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