
 
CITY OF ALTOONA COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2014, 6:30 P.M. 

AT THE ALTOONA CITY HALL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER   

Roll Call at 6:30 pm 
Mayor Conkling – present Boka – present  Harmeyer – present  
Mertz- present   O’Connor – present Sloan- present   

 
City Officials Present: Jeff Mark, Randy Pierce, Jody Matherly, Jerry Whetstone, Vern Willey, 
Aaron Putnam, Karen Oppelt, Amy Hill, City Attorney Bob Laden, Chris Lybarger 
 
Audience Present: Stacey Lybarger, Craig Long, Anita Long, Fred Hollister, Jon Gruber, Keith 
Weggens, Angie Capps, Brent Culp, Jason Mathas   

 
2. Perfecting and approval of the agenda 

Mayor Skip Conkling requested to approve agenda as presented.  
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
3. Presentation of Officer of the Year  
 American Legion presented Officer Chris Lybarger with the honor of Altoona Police Officer of the 
 Year.  
 
4. Approval of February 3 and 10, 2014, Council Minutes 

Mayor Conkling requested a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0)  
 
5. Citizens request to address council  
 No one came forward to speak. 
 
6.  Public hearing to consider a conditional rezoning request from Park Place Investments No. II, 
 LLC for property at 2385 3rd Avenue SW to rezone from R-5 (PUD) to Conditional R-3 
 (Multi-family Residential) 
 Mayor Conkling explained the owners, Park Place Investments No II, LLC, are proposing to sell the 
 property to be developed as Traditions Children's Center. They are requesting a rezoning for the 
 property from R-5 (PUD) to Conditional R-3 (Multi-family Residential). The condition that staff 
 has suggested and the owner  has agreed to, is to limit any multi-family development to no more 
 than 10 units per acre. The reason for the condition is so that if the property were to be redeveloped 
 in the event the day care is sold, the surrounding neighbors would not be subject to a higher density 
 than what was in place when they bought their homes. 
 Open Hearing at 6:38pm 

Public Comment: Jon Gruber, 2209 Weatherstone Ct., requested that council wait on allowing 
 any more development in this area until the impact is seen from the new apartment complexes being 
 built.   Council Member Dean O’Connor explained this development is a child care center. Council 
 Member Kyle Mertz asked for clarification on the conditional zoning.  Community Development 
 Director John Shaw explained the conditional zoning would keep the same density as the R-5.   
 Engineer Keith Weggen, Civil Design Advantage, 3405 SE Crossroads, Grimes, representing Park 
 Place Investments and Traditions Children’s Center  shared the concept for the child care center.  



 Director Fred Hollister, Eastern Polk County Regional Development, 119 2nd St. SE, spoke in favor 
 of the development. 
 Closed Hearing at 6:44pm 
 
7. Ordinance to consider conditional rezoning request from Park Place Investments No. II, 
 LLC for property at 2385 3rd Avenue SW to rezone from R-5 (PUD) to Conditional R-3 
 (Multi-family Residential) (1st Reading) 

Ordinance No. 2-17-2014 #01 (387) TO CONSIDER CONDITIONAL REZONING 
 REQUEST FROM PARK PLACE INVESTMENTS NO. II, LLC FOR PROPERTY AT 
 2385 3RD AVENUE SW TO REZONE FROM R-5 (PUD) TO CONDITIONAL R-3 (MULTI-
 FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) 

Roll Call Vote (1st reading): 
 _2_ Boka _Y_ Harmeyer  _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 

Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd reading): 
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 

Roll Call Vote (To publish): 
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
 
8. Public hearing to consider approving plans, specs and forms of contract for Water Plant #2 
 Painting 

Mayor Conkling explained the City received competitive quotations for the Water Plant No. 2 
Painting Project on February 4, 2014. The engineer’s estimate for this project was $95,000. Three 
competitive quotations were received with the low of $55,386 to a high of $123,600. The low quote 
was submitted by Mongan Painting Company, Inc. from Cherokee, Iowa.  

  Open Hearing at 6:47pm 
Public Comment: No one came forward to speak.  

 Closed Hearing at 6:48pm 
 
9. Resolution to approve the plans, specifications, form of contract and estimated costs for 
 Water Plant #2 Painting 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #01 TO APPROVE THE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF 
 CONTRACT AND ESTIMATED COSTS FOR WATER PLANT #2 PAINTING 
 Council Member O’Connor asked since the low bid was rather low compared to the engineer’s cost 
 was the company capable of handling this job. 
 Engineer Brent Culp, Snyder and Associates, 2121 Synder Blvd., Ankeny, responded that the 
 company understands the scope and requirements of the job. 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
10. Resolution to approve the contract and bond for Water Plant #2 Painting 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #02 TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT AND BOND FOR WATER 
 PLANT #2 PAINTING 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
11. Resolution making the award of the contract for Water Plant #2 Painting 

Resolution 2-17-2014 #03 MAKING THE AWARD OF THE CONTRACT FOR WATER 
PLANT #2 PAINTING 
Mayor Conkling explained our engineer is recommending the award of the contract for Water Plant 
No. 2 Painting Project to Mongan Painting Company, Inc. from Cherokee, Iowa in the amount of 
$55,386. 
Roll Call Vote: 



 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
12. Public hearing to consider approving plans, specs and forms of contract for 12th Ave. Water 
 Main & Footing Drain Improvements Program 

Mayor Conkling explained on February 6, 2014, the City received bids for the 12th Avenue NW 
Water Main and Footing Drain Collector Improvement Project. Four bids were received ranging 
from a low of $536,372 to a high of $851,215. The engineer’s estimate was $683,000. The low bid 
was submitted by Synergy Contracting, LLC from Bondurant, Iowa.  

  Open Hearing at 6:49pm 
Public Comment: No one came forward to comment 

 Closed Hearing at 6:50pm 
 
13. Resolution to approve the plans, specifications, form of contract and estimated costs for 12th 
 Ave. Water Main & Footing Drain Improvements Program 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #04 TO APPROVE THE PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF 
 CONTRACT AND ESTIMATED COSTS FOR 12TH AVE. WATER MAIN & FOOTING 
 DRAIN IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 

Council Member O’Connor asked about Synergy’s previous work in the city.  Mr. Culp, Snyder and 
 Associates, shared that city had additions to the last project and Synergy completed the work 
 under engineer’s cost expectations. 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
14. Resolution to approve the contract and bond for 12th Ave. Water Main & Footing Drain 
 Improvements Program 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #05 TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT AND BOND FOR 12TH AVE. 
 WATER MAIN & FOOTING DRAIN IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
15. Resolution making the award of the contract for 12th Ave. Water Main & Footing Drain 
 Improvements Program 

Resolution 2-17-2014 #06 MAKING THE AWARD OF THE CONTRACT FOR 12TH AVE. 
WATER MAIN & FOOTING DRAIN IMPROVEMENTS PROGRAM 
Mayor Conkling explained our engineer is recommending the award of the contract to Synergy 
Contracting, LLC in the amount of $536,372. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
16. Public hearing to consider amendments to City of Altoona Code of Ordinances Chapter 17 
 (Council) 

Mayor Conkling explained this is a public hearing to amend the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 17.03.  
 Open Hearing at 6:53pm 

Public Comment: No one came forward to speak.  
 Closed Hearing at 6:54pm 
 
17. Ordinance to amend the 2004 City of Altoona Code of Ordinances Chapter 17 (Council) (1st 
 Reading)  
 Ordinance No. 2-17-2014 #02 (388) TO AMEND THE 2004 CITY OF ALTOONA CODE 
 OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 17 (COUNCIL) 

City Administrator Jeff Mark explained our code needs to reflect the new statutory threshold of 
 $100,000. Currently, our code reads $25,000. 



Roll Call Vote (1st reading): 
 _2_ Boka _Y_ Harmeyer  _1_ Mertz  _Y_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 

Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd reading): 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 

Roll Call Vote (To publish): 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
 
18. Continue Public Hearing to consider an ordinance amendment to consider changes to the 

development standards of Chapter 168.13 C-7 (Regional Commercial)  
 Mayor Conkling explained staff has been working with the developer, Heart of America, to create a 

unique regional commercial attraction. Director Shaw explained the development plan called a 
Design Review Manual (DRM). It generally describes uses for the entire Prairie Crossing 
development, but it mainly focuses on the Waterside Entertainment Territory (WET). The DRM 
lays out the requirements for architectural and landscaping standards. The standards are tailored to a 
prairie theme for both the architecture and landscaping. The ordinance leaves the approval of the 
architecture and landscaping up to a DRM review by the developer, with P&Z review and 
ultimately the approval of the City Council. 

 Open Hearing at 6:54pm 
Public Comment: No one came forward to speak. 

 Closed Hearing at 6:55pm 
 
19. Ordinance to consider amending Chapter 168.13 C-7 (Regional Commercial) (1st Reading) 
 Ordinance No. 2-17-2014 #03 (389) TO CONSIDER AMENDING CHAPTER 168.13 C-7 

(REGIONAL COMMERCIAL) 
Roll Call Vote (1st reading): 

 _Y_ Boka _Y_ Harmeyer  _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd reading): 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
Roll Call Vote (To publish): 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
 
20. Continue Public Hearing to consider an ordinance amendment to Chapter 171.01(2) (K) 

regarding the architectural design standards of the C-7 zoning district 
 Mayor Conkling explained this amendment removes the architectural design requirement of 60% 

brick/stone/tilts up from the C-7 language and stipulates that the approval of the architectural design 
is up to the DRM review by the developer, the review of P&Z, and the approval of the City Council.  

  Open Hearing at 6:56pm 
Public Comment: No came forward to speak. 

 Closed Hearing at 6:57pm 
 
21. Ordinance to consider amending Chapter 171.01(2) (K) regarding the architectural design 

standards of the C-7 zoning district (1st Reading) 
 Ordinance No. 2-17-2014 #04 (390) TO CONSIDER AMENDING CHAPTER 171.01(2) (K) 

REGARDING THE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STANDARDS OF THE C-7 ZONING 
DISTRICT 
Director Shaw explained this establishes the C-7 district in the architectural design code rather than 

 being lumped together with all commercial developments. 
Roll Call Vote (1st reading): 

 _2_ Boka _Y_ Harmeyer  _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd reading): 

 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
Roll Call Vote (To publish): 



 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer  _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y  Sloan (5-0) 
 
22. Public Hearing to consider a development plan for Prairie Crossing 
 Mayor Conkling explained this is a public hearing to consider the approval of the development plan 

for Prairie Crossing. Director Shaw explained the property is zoned C-7 (Regional Commercial). 
The development plan lays out how the 175 acre property will be split into territories. Although this 
proposed plan explains the general guidelines for the entire Shoppes at Prairie Crossing 
development and the common elements for the entire larger property, a specific Design Review 
Manual will be created for each territory. The first territory is the Waterside Entertainment Territory 
or "WET".  

 Open Hearing at 6:58pm 
Public Comment: No one came forward to speak. 

 Closed Hearing at 6:59pm 
 
23. Resolution to consider approval of a development plan for Prairie Crossing 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #07 TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 

PRAIRIE CROSSING 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
24. Resolution to consider approval of a preliminary plat for Prairie Crossing Plat 2 
 City Administrator Mark explained the developer is still working on a solution to the deck/patio 

extending out over the lake. The lot that Johnny's sits on is a different lot than the lake is on. The 
developer is seeking a remedy to this issue that will allow the restaurant and the deck/patio to be 
connected. At the time the developer had not submitted the legal paperwork. Council Member 
Mertz motioned to table the preliminary plat until the legal documents are submitted and Bob Laden 
has had an opportunity to review. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
25. Resolution to consider approval of a final plat for Prairie Crossing Plat 2 
 Council Member Mertz motioned to table the final plat until the legal documents are submitted and 

Bob Laden has had an opportunity to review. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
26. Resolution to consider approval of a site plan for Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse 
 Council Member Mertz motioned to table the site plan until the legal documents are submitted and 

Bob Laden has had an opportunity to review. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
27. Resolution to consider approval of a site plan for Iowa Donor Network Services 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #08 TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A SITE PLAN FOR IOWA 

DONOR NETWORK SERVICES 
 Mayor Conkling explained Iowa Donor Network Services, is seeking site plan approval for their 

facility located at 320 Adventureland Drive NW. Engineer Jason Mathas, Shive Hattery, 1601 48th 
St # 200, West Des Moines, representing Iowa Donor Network Services explained they are 
proposing to construct a 17,970 square foot, one story building on 3.4 acres. An overhead door 
faces north toward a public street and required a variance from the Board of Adjustment, which was 
approved on February 13, 2014.  Angie Capps of the Iowa Donor Network,8191 Birchwood Ct., 



Suite A, Johnston, gave some background on the services provided and their expectations for this 
facility. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
28. Resolution to consider approval of a site plan for Dayton Freight 
 Resolution 2-17-2014 #09 TO CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A SITE PLAN FOR DAYTON 

FREIGHT 
 Mayor Conkling explained Dayton Freight Lines, Inc. is seeking site plan approval for their facility 

located at 1501 11th, Avenue NW, in the NE Industrial Park. They are proposing to construct a 
trucking terminal for Dayton Freight, a Midwest Freight carrier. The terminal building is 24,310 
square feet, including 3,919 square feet of office space and a 6,000 square foot maintenance 
building will also be constructed on the site. The site is a corner lot and as such one half of the 
overhead doors will face the public street. This required a variance from the Board of Adjustment 
which was granted on February 13, 2014. 
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
29. Consider approving contract renewal addendum with ADA Mowing 
 Mayor Conkling explained the renewal provides for 3-year extension of the contract with ADA 

Mowing and expires on February 17, 2017. The pricing will remain the same as under our current 
agreement for the duration of the renewal. The City currently pays $25.32 per acre/per mow.  
Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
30. Consider request to waive utility bill late fee for 2604 11th St. SW 
 Council Member O’Connor motioned to deny. 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
31. Consider request to waive portion of utility bill for 306 Plumwood Ct. 
 Council Member Mertz motioned to waive the sewer portion of $60.39. 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
32. Consent Agenda 
 a) Allow Bills 
 b) Set a public hearing for Monday, March 3, 2014, at 6:30pm to consider the City of Altoona 

fiscal year 2014/2015 budget  
 Roll Call Vote: 

 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
33. Beer & Liquor Permit 
 a) Monterrey, LLC - Class C Liquor License (LC) (Commercial) 
  Chief Matherly stated there were no violations at this establishment. 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0) 
 
34. General Business Items/Reports and Updates 
 *Council Member Mertz shared his appreciation to the employees clearing the streets. 
 *Council Member O’Connor explained the MWA board is in the process of receiving and 
 reviewing application for the executive director position. 



 *Mayor Conkling explained that Evelyn Cole is stepping down from the Library Board.  He, also, 
 shared that the MPO is currently working on the long range planning. 
 
35. Adjourn at 7:14pm 

Roll Call Vote: 
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0) 

 
 

 
Attest to: _________________________  ______________________________ 
           Amy S. Hill, Secretary              J.M. Skip Conkling, Mayor    
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