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WHAT’S NEW?

P1... 2015 Employee of
Year

Assistant Library Director Amy Turgasen Amy has been employed
with the City of Altoona since August of 2005. She attended Loras
College in Dubuque and received Bachelor's degrees in English
Literature and English Writing. She also received her Master’s
degree from the University of lowa in Library and Information Sci-
ence.

P2... City Reminders

P3... Tree Program

Amy’s expertise includes the ability to provide good reading mate-
rial to the public as well as being a research assistant, IT special-
ist, entertainment specialist, reading group facilitator, staff trainer,
resident problem-solver, back-up director and until this January
safety coordinator for the library.

P4... Employee Recogni-
tion

CITY WIDE CLEAN UP

COMING Amy has been married to her husband, Jeremy, since 2007 and has two chil-
dren. She enjoys playing with her children, making the long drive to NE lowa to visit
Saturday, April 25, 2015 | family and when she has “free” time, binge watching her favorite shows.

Amy Turgasen is adaptable on a daily basis for the variety of tasks and people she

TRASH DELAY encounters and her devotion to her job. Amy is well liked by her co-workers in the
. . . library, throughout the city staff and patrons alike. The City of Altoona is a better city
Reminder trash pick up will | ocayse of Amy's dedication, work ethic, expertise and attitude.

be delayed by one (1) day the

Congratulations, Amy!
week of Memorial Day

THANK YOU

The City recognized Jerry Brubaker and Vernon Willey Il for 40 years of dedicated service to
the City of Altoona at the Annual Awards Employee Banquet.

Jerry Brubaker has been a member of the Altoona Fire Department since September 19, 1974:
40(}/ears. 40-years of volunteerin? time requires being late or missing birthdays, anniversaries,
and other important occasions in life.

Jerry became a certified Firefighter | in Juéy 23, 1987 when the AFD had 280 total emergencies
in a year. Since then he has become an EMT- Basic, a Firefighter Il, Fire Officer and a Driver /
Pumper / Operator. He was appointed the Assistant Chief position December 18, 2000, when
we were approaching 2,000 calls a year.

Vern Willey Il has held various roles during his tenure with the City. After 40-years on the job, it
would be easy to think in terms of slowing down or resisting change. Instead he is always the
one spearheading change, grasping and implementing new methods and technologies. A lot
has changed since 1974, but not Vern’s dedication to the City of Altoona.

Vern has been a laborer, a building inspector, a public works director and a utilities director to name a few. No matter
which role Vern was asked to perform, he does it with intent the of making Altoona a better place to live. Vern is instru-
mental in the development of bike trails, building code adoptions, water and waste water service improvements and
incorgorating new technologies into the day to day operations of the City. Vern has embraced change while always re-
membering where we came from. Pictured (left to right): Carrol and Jerry Brubaker, Vern and Vicki Willey



ALTOONA REMINDERS

SPRING CLEAN UP

Scheduled for Saturday, April 25th

Altoona’s City Wide Clean up is scheduled for Saturday, April 25th, 2015. Is that ugly, green chair from the ‘90s still
taking up space in your basement? If you haven’t made that trip to the landfill, or if you keep forgetting to buy a Large
Item sticker at the grocery store, then you're in luck! To ensure collection, all small items must be contained in a
bag or box.

The following items are examples of items What to do with NOT accepted items?

NOT accepted: Appliances — Purchase Large Item Stickers from participating

Appliances stores or City Hall and schedule a curbside pick-up with your hauler
Tires — see below for option on recycling Waste Management — 244-7336.

Vehicles or major auto parts
Building materials

Concrete (any size)
Hazardous Waste

Hazardous Waste — Visit the Metro Hazardous Waste Drop-Off in
Bondurant or attend a West Side Hazardous Waste Drop-Off event.
For more information about either option, visit
www.WhereltShouldGo.com/dropoffevents.

For additional information about how to properly dispose of items,
visit www.WhereltShouldGo.com,
and then select the Recycling Guide.

TIRE DROP OFF 2015 BRUSH DROP OFF DATES
Scheduled for Saturday, April 25th Residents disposing of brush can enter through the
8:00am—12:00pm north gate of the Altoona Aquatics Park (located at
Street Department 1200 Venbury Dr.) and south of the Altoona Skate-
406 5th Ave. SW board Park.

(across from Altoona Elementary playground) . o o .
Please have information identifying you as a City of

Residents of Altoona can drop off their used tires at 406 Altoona resident ready when you drop off brush. The
5" Avenue SW between 8:00am and 12:00pm. Please brush pile is open from 8:00am—12:00pm on the fol-
present your driver’s license to verify your residen- lowing dates:
cy. .
April 4th May 2nd
Rules June 6th July 11th
Each household can drop off a maximum of five tires August 1st September 12th
with the rims removed. In special situations where a October 3rd  November 7th
household may have more than five tires, please con-
:(aarﬁtp?illoer;(ro Waste Authority to be considered for an ex- DRIVEWAY PARKING

Please remember to avoid parking where
the sidewalk crosses your driveway. It
becomes difficult and dangerous to ma-
neuver around vehicles, especially if you

This program does NOT ACCEPT the following types of
tires at the collection site:
e Tires generated businesses

e Farm or tractor tires . ’
e Solid tires (lawnmower, forklift or golf cart tires) are a small child on a bike or a person
e Bicycle tires who has mobility limitations.

REPORT A STREET LIGHT OUT!
If a street light is out in your neighborhood, you may have the light fixed by reporting it to MidAmerican En-
ergy at 1-888-427-5632 or at http://www.midamericanenergy.com (click on the button labeled "Submit a
Streetlight Repair Request")




City of Altoona Residential Tree Program

In recognition of Arbor Day, the City of Altoona will be selling a limited
supply of trees to residents—limit 2 per household. The trees being
offered include River Birch, Shumard Oak, Ginkgo and Swamp White
Oak. The trees will be 3/4” caliper in a 5 gallon pot. The cost is $25
per tree. Pre-sale of the trees began on March 6th. You can order
your trees at City Hall, 407 8th St. SE. Trees will be available for pick
up during the Arbor Day Celebration on Saturday, April 25th, 9:00—
11:00am at the Enabling Garden which is located just south of Hy-Vee
on 1st Ave. S.

This program is sponsored with the help of Great Plains Garden Cen-
ter and Vic Scott Landscaping. You can find more information at
http://www.altoona-iowa.com/2015/03/06/2015-residential-tree-

program.

River Birch
(Betula nigra)

Height: 40-50 feet

Spread: 30-40 feet

Form: pyramidal to rounded
Fall color: yellow

Adaptable to poorly drained
and interesting peeling bark.

Shumard Oak
(Quercus shumardii)

Height: 50 feet

Spread: 40 feet

Form: broadly oval

Fall color: red

Adaptable to different soil
types with good fall color.

Ginkgo
(Ginkgo biloba)

Height: 50 feet

Spread: 40 feet

Form: broadly pyramidal

Fall color: yellow

Excellent city tree with bright
yellow fall color

Swamp White Oak
(Quercus bicolor)

Height: 50 feet

Spread: 50 feet

Form: rounded

A very hardy tree with beau-
tiful dark green leaves.

® Great Plains
] Garden Center

Park Shelter Reservations

= The permanent bathrooms
. located at Haines, Lion’s,
Village Parks and the
Sports Complexes are
closed. The City does this
to protect the pipes from
freezing. The bathrooms
will be open on April 15, weather permitting.
Thank you.

Please call City Hall at 967-5136 for shelter
reservations.

Enclosed Shelters:
Lions Park Shelter

*1/2 Day Rates

$75 — residents

$125 — non — residents

$100 — deposit for residents & non-residents
*Full Day Rates

$150 — residents

$250 — non-residents

$100 — deposit for residents & non-residents

Open Air Shelters:
Haines Park Shelter
Haines Park Performance Stage
Haines Park Rose Garden Gazebo
Enabling Garden Shelter
Village Park Shelter

*1/2 Day Rates

$50 — residents

$60 — non — residents

$50 deposit for residents

$60 deposit for non-residents
*Full Day Rates

$100 — residents

$120 — non-residents

$50 — deposit for residents

$60 — deposit for non-residents

Rental Schedule:
Morning (1/2 day) 7:00am — 3:00pm

Afternoon (1/2 day) 4:00pm — 10:00pm
Full Day 7:00am — 10:00pm

NO SMOKING

The City of Altoona does not al-
low smoking in parks and at out-

includes the sports fields located
at Sam Wise Youth Complex,
Spring Creek and Lions Park.

lowa Smokefree Air Act of 2008.

door entertainment venues. This

This is in compliance with the



PROTECTING AGAINST MOSQUITOES

Mosquitoes can be dangerous with their threat of
transmitting diseases, such as encephalitis to
humans and heartworms to pets.

The City of Altoona periodically sprays mosqui-

toes starting in April until sometime in October,

depending on mosquito count and weather condi-
tions. The City uses Kontrol 30-30 Concentrate and ULV Karrier
Green. Altoona also uses an ultra-low volume cold aerosol insec-
ticide generator/sprayer that targets mosquitoes. Mosquito control
and your safety are important. That is why we use chemicals and
techniques that meet EPA standards.

Please contact City Hall at 967-5136 if you do not want the
City to spray your area for mosquitoes, or you want to be
contacted prior to the city spraying in your area.

Who do | Contact About High Weeds & Grasses?

Please contact the Building Department at 967
-5138 ext. 150 with questions or concerns.

You can view the entire ordinance (Chapter 52)
on the city website at http://www.altoona-
iowa.com/about-altoona/city-code/

PUBLIC SERVICES
INFORMATION

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE FACEBOOK PAGE FOR

Altoona Fire Department

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Altoona-Fire-
Department/234202218550

Altoona Police Department

https://www.facebook.com/altoonaiowapolice

Do you have unwanted or unused
house?

in your

DO NOT dump them in the garbage, sink or toilet... Bring them to
the Altoona Police Department & drop them off in our

Location: Altoona Police Department Lobby
Time: 8am — 4pm Monday thru' Friday;
Not open on Holidays

EXIT 141—US 65/
HUBBELL AVE INTER-
CHANGE

WORK
ZONE |

: 2 Coming soon...the lowa

DOT’s project involves

reconstruction of the eastbound lanes, and
exit and entrance ramps at the 1-80/U.S. 6/
U.S. 65/Hubbell Avenue interchange in Al-
toona.

[-80 through traffic will be maintained during
construction with eastbound exit/entrance
ramp closures at the Altoona interchange

To view the project impact area at http://

www.iowadot.gov/pim/
documents/050511US65ProjectDisplay.pdf

ALTOONA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Altoona Public Library NEW Hours

Monday— Thursday 9am—9pm;
Friday & Saturday 9am—5:30pm;
Sunday 2pm—5:30pm

FAMILY CAMP-IN

Celebrate Drop Everything and Read Day with a
special after-hours family event! Sign up online or
in person for our family camp on April 11" from 5
to 7 PM. We’'ll be playing games, eating snacks,
and building blanket forts throughout the li-
brary. All ages are welcome, and make sure to
bring blankets! Registration required.

THE DONUT OLYMPICS

Your family is invited to join us for the Donut
Olympics on Tuesday, April 28" from 6 to 7
PM. Get your team together and sign up for some
friendly competition. From the opening ceremony
to the awarding of medals, all events will be deli-
cious and hilarious! Please register for this family
event—parents should plan on attending and par-
ticipating. Registration is conveniently available
via online.

TEEN LATE NIGHT

Hang out after hours at the library! Eat a little din-
ner, play some games, and meet up with friends
for a night of fun on Saturday, April 18" from 5 to
9 PM. It’s for grades 6-12. You must arrive on time
and stay for the entire event. Registration is re-
quired for this event.



2014 EMDPLOYEES OF THE QUALTEDRS

Steve Cole was our Employee of the 1st Quarter 2014. He was employed by the City in 1988,
beginning in the Waste Water Treatment Plant and then moving to Streets. Steve is instru-
mental in the maintenance and oversight of all of the traffic signals within the City limits. Steve
does a great job analyzing the data and providing the correct diagnosis of problems and
providing insight during the budget process, so that the signals and controls stay up to date
and up to code. Steve also has worked closely with the Police Department operating the traffic
counters when needed. Steve is always eager to learn changes in software and updates so
that his traffic signals work smoothly as possible.

Danny Knispel was our Employee of the 2nd Quarter 2014. He started with the City of Al-
toona on November 4, 2013, so he is still a "newbie" to the city organization in just a little over a
year, he has been actively involved in a vast amount of difficult and challenging projects. The
two qualities that Danny displays that set him apart the most are his willingness to accept re-
sponsibility and new challenges and his ability to work well with others. During this past year
he put in extra hours to help get projects back on track and did preliminary engineering work for
2015 capital improvements projects putting detailed cost estimates together for a multitude of
CIP budget items.

Matt Kray was our Employee of the 3rd Quarter 2014. He has been employed by the City for
15 months as Utility Billing Clerk. Matt's position is quite challenging because the customers
usually have a concern when they contact city hall. Matt keeps a positive and professional atti-
tude when dealing with customers. He is a very detailed worker who strives to do his best. He
gives the city and citizens his best efforts every day. Matt goes the extra mile to make sure the
job gets done and done right. He has proven to be a great into our team and is always willing to
help his co-workers.

Ofc. Mark Harmon was our Employee of the 4th Quarter 2014. He has served as a patrol
officer with the Altoona Police Department since 1999. In 2012, Altoona Police decided to re-
join the Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau grant initiative to take advantage of its valuable re-
sources and thereby be proactive in reducing vehicle crashes and saving lives. Without hesita-
tion, Ofc. Harmon stepped forward to serve as Altoona’s grant coordinator. In addition to his
regular patrol duties, he is required to schedule traffic enforcement activities, conduct traffic
surveys and statistics, and coordinate traffic education. Ofc. Harmon was a catalyst in develop-
ing the Altoona Traffic Enforcement Unit. Ofc. Harmon himself leads the department in traffic
enforcement. He currently serves as Vice-Chairman of the Central lowa Traffic Safety Task
Force (CITSTIF).
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