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ALTOONA AQUATICS ALTOONA AQUATICS 
PARKPARK 

1200 Venbury Dr. 

Day Pass Fees 

Resident Day Pass $5.50 
Non Resident Day Pass $6.75 

 

 

 

TRASH/RECYCLING  

PICK-UP DELAY 

Monday, Sept. 1st 

 Delayed until  

Tuesday, Sept. 2nd 

 Delayed until  

Wednesday, Sept. 3rd 

 

JULY 
2014 

Turnout gear, also called bunker gear, is defined as the personal 
protective equipment (PPE) worn by firefighters on duty.  PPE 
protects firefighters against extreme temperatures and debris.  
Once the turnout gear has reached the end of its useful protective 
life, fire departments are tasked with disposal. 

Recently, the Altoona Fire Department in Altoona, Iowa was faced with this issue 
and found themselves with approximately 30 sets of pants and jackets that had 
reached the end of their protective life.  Rather than sending the materials to the 
landfill for disposal, environmentally minded staff members Jerry Whetstone, Al-
toona Fire Chief and Amy Hill, Altoona Administrative Assistance determined that 
there had to be a better option and reached out to Shelene Codner, Area Resource 
Specialist for the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ Iowa Waste Exchange 
Program. 

Codner contacted multiple organizations who were interested in the materials for 
recycling purposes.  Of these organizations, two were selected by Altoona staff 
members due to their direct charity involvement – Dakota Stitch and Design and 
Firefighter Turnout Bags by Nicki Rasor. 

Both organizations upcycle the gear into everyday items including but not limited to 
billfolds, duffle bags, purses, backpacks and diaper bags.  Dakota Stitch and Design 
donates $5.00 for each set of gear received to the National Fallen Firefighters Foun-
dation and both organizations have pay it forward programs in which they donate 
finished items to firefighters and their families as well as schools and other charita-
ble organizations. 

“While the initial volume isn’t a large amount,“ stated 
Codner, “The supplemental and secondary benefits 
revolving around these types of partnerships, make 
them well worth the time and effort in doing the re-
search and making the contacts.  It is also a wonderful 
opportunity to educate others including fire depart-
ments inside and outside of Iowa that alternatives to 
landfilling materials in amazing and sustainable ways 
do exist.” 

                                            -info provided by Iowa Department of Natural Resources  

CHECK OUT ALTOONA’S WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

www.altoona-iowa.com 

FIRE DEPARTMENT UPCYCLING 



Park Bathrooms 

Please call City Hall at 967-5136 
ext. 236 for shelter reservations. 
 
Enclosed Shelters: 
Lions Park Shelter 
*1/2 Day Rates 
$75 – residents 
$125 – non – residents 
$100 – deposit for residents & non-residents 
*Full Day Rates 
$150 – residents 
$250 – non-residents 
$100 – deposit for residents & non-residents 
 
Open Air Shelters: 
Haines Park Shelter 
Haines Park Performance Stage 
Haines Park Rose Garden Gazebo 
Enabling Garden Shelter 
Village Park Shelter 
*1/2 Day Rates 
$50 – residents 
$60 – non – residents 
$50 deposit for residents 
$60 deposit for non-residents 
*Full Day Rates 
$100 – residents 
$120 – non-residents 
$50 – deposit for residents 
$60 – deposit for non-residents 
 
Rental Schedule: 
Morning (1/2 day) 7:00am – 3:00pm 
Afternoon (1/2 day) 4:00pm – 10:00pm 
Full Day 7:00am – 10:00pm  

A L T O O N A  R E M I N D E R SA L T O O N A  R E M I N D E R SA L T O O N A  R E M I N D E R S    

BRUSH DROP OFF 
 
Residents wishing to deposit brush can enter through 
the gate north of the Altoona Aquatics Park and south 
of the Altoona Skate Park.  Altoona Aquatics Park is 
located at 1200 Venbury Drive.   
 
Please have information identifying you as a City of 
Altoona resident ready when you drop off brush.  The 
brush pile is open from 8:00am – 12:00pm on the fol-
lowing dates:  
 
 July 12th 
 August 2nd 
 September 6th 
 October 4th 
 November 1st 

PROTECTING AGAINST MOSQUITOES 

Mosquitoes can be dangerous with their threat of transmit-
ting diseases, such as encephalitis to humans and heart-
worms to pets. 

The City of Altoona periodically sprays mosquitoes starting 
in April until sometime in October, depending on mosquito 
count and weather conditions.  The City uses Kontrol 30-30 
Concentrate and ULV Karrier Green.  Altoona also uses an 
ultra-low volume cold aerosol insecticide generator/sprayer 
that targets mosquitoes.  Mosquito control and your safety 
are important.  That is why we use chemicals and tech-
niques that meet EPA standards.   

Please contact City Hall at 967-5136 if 
you do not want the City to spray your 
area for mosquitoes, or you want to be 
contacted prior to the city spraying in 
your area.  

NO SMOKING 
The City of Altoona does not allow smoking in 
parks and at outdoor entertainment venues.  
This includes the sports fields located at Sam 
Wise Youth Complex, Spring Creek and Lions 
Park.  This is in compliance with the Iowa 
Smokefree Air Act of 2008.  

For information on the  

EMERALD ASH BORER: 

Please check out the city’s website 
at www.altoona.iowa/departments/

community-services/parks 

POLK COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 

ENABLING GARDENS 

The community has several more opportunities to learn 
and enjoy gardening.  All the presentations take place at 
the Enabling Gardens located behind Hy-Vee off of 1st 
Ave. South. 

Tuesday July 29th 6-8pm            Tuesday August 26th 7pm 
Children’s Art in the Garden       Tomato Tasting 
Master Gardeners                        Master Gardeners 
Gary & Marlene Olson                 Bill & Judy Goshorn 

 
Sunday September 14th 2-4pm 
Fall Fundraiser & Garden Gathering 
Polk County Master Gardeners 
Enabling Garden Committee  
 
 



FOOTING DRAIN  

PROGRAM CONTINUES 

The footing drain program contin-
ues on 12th Ave. NW.  The im-
provements included the construc-
tion of an 8” water main and an 8” 
storm sewer.  Homeowners will 
continue to have their individual 
lines added to the service mains 
over the next couple of months.   

The City has already seen a de-
crease in the amount of water being 
sent for treatment at the Waste Wa-
ter Reclamation Authority. 

Prescription Drug Drop Box 
Do you have unwanted or unused 

Prescription Drugs in 
your house? Do Not 

dump them in the gar-
bage, sink or flush 
them down the toi-

let….  
Bring them to the Al-

toona Police Department and drop 
them off in our Prescription Drug 

Drop Box Location:  
Altoona Police Department Lobby 

(700 1st Ave. S) 
Time: 8am�4pm Monday thru Fri-

day; 
Not open on Holidays 

Altoona Public Library 

We would like to extend a big thank 
you to our board members who 
have provided their time and talent 

to making the library a wonderful place to visit.  Evelyn 
Cole retired from the board in February.  She served on 
the board for 15 years.  Also, this year Marc Hesner 
and Jeanne Conkling stepped down from their board positions.  Sue Dawson 
and Libby Miller were appointed to the Library Board in June. 
 

Women’s Self-Defense: The Altoona Police Department will 
be offering a free Women’s Self-Defense workshop on August 
25, 2014, at 6pm. Instruction will include psychological, physi-
cal and emotional aspects of self-defense. For women ages 
18+. Registration is required and very limited. Altoona and rural 
Polk residents can sign up beginning August 1. General regis-
tration will open on August 8. 

 
HOURS 

Monday—Thursday 
10am—9pm;  

Friday & Saturday 
10am—5:30pm;  

Sunday  
2pm—5:30pm 

FREQUENTLY ASKED WATER BILLING QUESTIONS 
 
I paid on the 3rd of the month, why did I get a late fee? 
Your payment must be received at City Hall or in the ‘drop 
box’ by 4:30pm on the 3rd of the month.  The ‘drop box’ is 
cleaned out at 4:30pm on the 3rd.  (Note: if the 3rd of the 
month falls on a weekend or a holiday, the deadline time is 
10:30am on the next business day.)  Payments received 
after the deadline will be charged a late fee. 
 
I paid on time, why is there an amount showing in the ‘penalty’ box on 
the bill? 
The amount printed in the ‘penalty’ box is showing you the amount that will be 
added to your next month’s bill, if it is not received by the aforementioned 
deadline. 
 
What is an automatic draft? 
This is the automatic deduction plan that the City of Altoona offers.  The pay-
ment is deducted from your checking account of the 25th of each month.  Any 
messages on your water bill in regards to automatic draft only applies to those 
who have signed up.  Call Matt at City Hall for details, 967-5136, on how you 
can sign up for automatic draft and save $5.00 off your next water bill. The Altoona Police Department has tak-

en in a total of 108 lbs of prescription 
drugs in the Drug Drop-Off Box in the 
first 4 months of operation. The box is 
located in the police department lobby, 
which is open Monday through Friday 
7:30 am to 4:30 pm.  

The Altoona police officers have had a 
busy year, responding to 8,919 calls for 
service and issuing 2,403 traffic citations 
so far this year. During this same time 
period last year, officers had responded 
to 7,971 calls and issued 1,665 citations. 
This increase is a good reminder to citi-
zens to pay attention to all traffic laws. 
Don’t get distracted while driving: please 
stay off your electronic devices. Just as 
important is to be a good neighbor and 
report all suspicious activity to the police 
department.  

WELCOME TO NEW RESERVE OFFICERS 

Altoona Police Department welcomed two new 
police reserve officers.  We appreciate the will-

ingness of Scott Sloan and Tim Stenseth to volunteer their 
time and talents to the force. 
 

BEST WISHES...RYAN MAYO 
The City of Altoona gathered to say best wishes to 
Ryan Mayo who retired from the Altoona Police De-
partment in May.  Officer Mayo worked at the City for 
14 years.  Over the years, Officer Mayo filled many 
roles to help train staff both inside and outside the 
department; as well as his regular duties of a patrol 
officer.  We appreciate Ryan’s commitment.  



ALTOONA’S COMMUNITY GARDEN 

The Altoona Community Garden opened this spring with 42 garden plots located in 
the SW corner of Lions Park. It was an amazing process to watch an empty field 
transform into a functional community garden with many amenities including com-
post bins, water, tool shed, picnic table, bench, and message board. 

Seven large and six small plots were dedicated to Southeast Polk FFA learning 
projects and Kids Club to plant, learn and give to Caring Hands Food Pantry. Re-
maining plots were available for rent and all but 5 were rented. The garden plots 
are filled with flowers, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, kohlrabi, lettuce, green 
beans, kale, watermelon, cucumbers, peppers, tomatoes, summer squash, herbs, 
sweet corn and much more.  

For more information on the Healthy Altoona Partnership visit www.healthyaltoona.com 
and be sure to “Like” their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
healthyaltoonapartnership. 

Congratulations, You Know How to Recycle! 
 
Altoona residents, you did it! Because of your recycling efforts, Metro Waste Authority won the 
2014 paper recycling award from the American Forest & Paper Association.   
 
While the success of Curb It! is influenced by many partnerships the most notable one is with cit-
ies, such as Altoona, that offer the program and the residents who roll that cart to the curb.  
 
You are great recyclers and we like to brag because a few years ago the Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources did an audit of what materials were going into our landfill. We found there was still 
a decent amount of paper that could be recycled. We focused our education over the next two 

years to expand people’s view of what paper can be recycled. And you listened.  As a result, we’ve seen mixed paper 
(box board, junk mail, paper bags, etc.) increase by 10 percent! 

 
You keep garbage out of your recycling cart. We see 10-20 percent less trash in the recycling carts than similar mar-
kets. This means, the things people put in their recycling carts really are recyclable, which keeps their resale value 
high. 
 
Congratulations, Central Iowans! And, thank you for recycling. 
For more safe, smart waste disposal and recycling options, visit www.WhereItShouldGo.com or call 515.244.0021. 

CITY SAFETY TRAINING 

The City of Altoona offers and requires several different safety 
training sessions over the course of the year to all of their em-
ployees.  The City’s Safety Committee meets on a monthly 
basis to discuss and implement changes in the safety program 
for the City of Altoona.  These changes and reviews have a 
direct correlation in the reduction of unsafe behaviors and 
costs related to care and maintenance of staff, equipment and 
buildings.  The City of Altoona’s employees are the most im-
portant resource the city has in 
creating a safe, inviting city for our 
citizens and visitors.  Pictured is a 
recent training where employees 
practiced using fire extinguishers 
with training provided by the Al-
toona Fire Department. 

CONTINUED CLOSURE 

Work continues on I-80 near Al-
toona from the U.S. 65 bypass to 
east of the I-80/U.S. 65 inter-

change. The project includes reconstructing the Al-
toona interchange, capacity improvements to west-
bound I-80 and reconstruction of the 34th Avenue 
Northwest bridge over I-80. Two lanes of traffic on I-
80 will be maintained in each direction during peak 
hours. Single lane closures may occur during off-peak 
hours. During the construction season, 34th Avenue 
Northwest and the northbound U.S. 65 ramp to I-80 
will be closed. Detours will be in place. - See more at: 
http://www.news.iowadot.gov/newsandinfo 

http://www.afandpa.org/media/news/2014/04/21/af-pa-announces-2014-paper-recycling-awards-winners�
http://www.whereitshouldgo.com/�

	Master Gardeners                        Master Gardeners
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