Altoona Board of Adjustment Hearing – September 8, 2010 – 6:30 PM

Members Present –  Lea Morris, Robert Hall, Doug Teuber, Dale Sikes 
Members Absent – John Rullman
Staff Present – John Shaw, Chad Quick, Susi Hoots

Others Present – Lane Stumme, Margarete Stumme, Larry Kahler
Vice-Chairman Sikes called hearing to order. 
#1 Variance request from Lane and Margarete Stumme for their property at 2609 12th Street SW,  Altoona, Iowa.  They are seeking two variances to allow construction of a 12’ x 7’ shed in the side yard of their property.  The first variance, Chapter 167.04 restricts the placement of accessory builders to the rear yard.  Additionally, they are seeking a variance from the six-foot minimum separation distance between accessory structures and principal structures.  The property is zoned R-5 (Planned Unit Development) and is part of the Meadow Vista Estates development.
Lane Stumme, 2609-12th Street SW, Altoona, Iowa addressed the Board to present the variance request.  Mr. Stumme stated that the application and materials provided therewith explain and describe that the slope of their property prohibits the placement of a shed in the rear yard.  The current placement of the shed makes it more accessible for the bikes, etc. that are stored in the building.  The shed is currently six inches from the west side of the attached garage and five feet from the fence.  

Sikes explained that in order to issue a variance, the Board needs to be aware of a hardship, i.e. how is this property any different from any other; what is the hardship?

Mr. Stumme stated the slope of the land makes it impossible to comply.  He estimated that there is a six foot elevation drop from the midpoint side of the house to the rear of the property.  They have built a patio and had to build up the slope in order to do so.
Larry Kahler, 2605-12th Street SW, Altoona, Iowa, addressed the Board. Mr. Kahler reiterated that a steep slope exists and after a rain there is standing water.  
Sikes mentioned that the storm water flow easement at the rear of the lot is performing properly.  There is a 30’ storm water flow easement at the rear of the lot, a 30’ front setback, and 32’ house depth, leaving 19’ available for building and 13’ for a structure to comply with the distance requirement of six feet from the house.

Mr. Stumme stated that the patio extends approximately 18’- 20’from the house and raised vegetable gardens are on the east of the rear yard, leaving no buildable area.  He also advised that the shed is used for storage of bikes, lawn mower, snow blower, and has fiber cement siding.

Shaw explained that the shed could be attached to the principal structure and would comply with the zoning regulations.  Mr. Stumme said attaching the shed would require footings and the movement of utilities, making it cost prohibitive.
Morris moved to grant the variance requests as written.  Seconded by Teuber.  Vote:  Yes – Morris, Teuber, Hall, Sikes.  No – none.  Variances granted.
Next hearing, if needed, will be Tuesday, October 5, 2010. 
The November hearing date will be adjusted to accommodate the Tuesday election date.  
Hearing Adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Susi Hoots

Community Services Administrative Assistant

City of Altoona

PAGE  
Page 1 of 2

