ALTOONA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

March 31, 2009 -6:30 PM

Altoona City Hall

Members Present – Dennis Keller, Dennis Armantrout, Jeda Blanchard, Scott Henry, Dan Narber, and Anne Lohmeier.
Members Absent –Allison Hay.
Staff – John Shaw, Chad Quick, Susi Hoots
Guests – Councilman Jerry Nolin, Councilman Joe Riding, Vic Piagentini (Associated Engineering Company of Iowa), Ed Skinner (Skinner Law Office), Doug and Jill Leonard, Steve Gulling, Logan Hacker, Paige Doerhoff, Jake Guenther, Abby Cassler, Austin Collins, Audrey Holland, Shelly Nelson, Julianne Johnson, Christina Williams, Amanda Leo, Gilien Waddell, Makenzie Shumate, Shelby Black, Alex Jones, Matt Leiffert, Sierra Roby, Joe Hanson, Taylor Underwood, Emily Hart, Blake Huser, Skyler Conn Garth Comer, Jake Jean, Trevor, Newton, Danielle Connett, Haley Ruden, Taylor McPherson, and others not signing in.
Chairman Keller called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with all members present except Hay. 
#1 Consideration and recommendation of a preliminary plat for Gulling Estates Plat 1 (County Plat).  Steve Gulling (owner) presented the plat.  It is a two-lot rural subdivision, meeting the County Codes per Polk County Planning Department.  It is located on NE 27th Avenue.    

Blanchard moved to recommend approval of the preliminary plat.  Seconded by Lohmeier.  Votes: Yes – Blanchard, Lohmeier, Henry, Armantrout, Narber, Keller; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0.

#2 Consideration and recommendation of a site plan for Midwest Wholesale Nursery.  Vic Piagentini (AEC of Iowa) presented the site plan.  He said they agreed to all of the deficiencies.  Lohmeier asked about clearly stating the timetables for installing sewer and concrete.  Piagentini said they were written on the site plan.  Shaw noted the two variants, the sewer and concrete.  Keller asked about the septic tank versus a holding tank, Piagentini said they were looking at costs and had not yet done a percolation test.  Keller said he would prefer the septic system.  Keller asked about the five-year option for the sewer, Quick noted it was one of the staff suggestions for consideration by the Commission.  Keller said he would like that option removed and have them connect to sanitary sewer when their septic tank system and leech field fails to work or the property is further developed.  
Keller moved to recommend approval of the site plan subject to deficiencies and using a septic system and gravel drive to be replaced when further developed.  Seconded by Armantrout.  Votes: Yes – Keller, Armantrout, Blanchard, Narber, Henry, Lohmeier; No – none.  Motion approved 6-0.
#3 Discussion regarding neon signs.  Shaw presented the subject – the use of neon as signage and as a building accent.  The current ordinance states “no exposed neon”.  Right now, we have been interpreting that as a cover over the sign.  Examples would be Applebee’s sign and the B-Bop’s building.  One problem with neon is the maintenance.  Since they are all custom made, it is more difficult than just replacing a light bulb.  Staff would suggest a survey of other metro communities.  Keller said we should look at maintenance of neon signs as well.  Henry said we need to consider becoming monolithic and the idea of the city promoting itself as the entertainment capital of Iowa.  The Commission decided to look at the issue and staff will bring back a survey of other communities and pictures.  
#4 Minutes of the February 24, 2009 meeting.

Blanchard moved and Narber seconded to approve the minutes.  Votes: Yes – Blanchard, Narber, Armantrout, Keller; No – none; Passed – Henry, Lohmeier.  Motion approved 4-0-0.

Old Business – None. 

New Business – None.     

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  Next meeting April 28, 2009 at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Chad Quick

Planner
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