CITY OF ALTOONA COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2015, 6:30 P.M.

AT THE ALTOONA CITY HALL
1.
CALL TO ORDER  

Roll Call at 6:30 pm

Mayor Conkling – present
Boka – present

Harmeyer – present


Mertz- present




O’Connor – present
Sloan- present



City Officials Present: Jeff Mark, Randy Pierce, Jody Matherly, Jerry Whetstone, Vern Willey, John 
Shaw, Jon Hanson, Scott Atzen, Karen Oppelt, Amy Hill, City Attorney Bob Laden

Audience Present: William Bartine, Scott Hamilton, Madi Glass, Robert Hall, John McClain, Ed 
Pelds, Doug Debolt
2.
Perfecting and approval of the agenda

Mayor Skip Conkling requested to approve the agenda as presented.

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)

3.
Approval of February 16 and 23, 2015, Council Minutes

 
Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan  (5-0)
4.
Citizens request to address council


No one came forward to speak.
5.
Public hearing to consider approval of the City of Altoona's 2015/2016 fiscal year budget


Mayor Conkling explained this is a public hearing for the 2015/2016 fiscal year budget.

Open hearing at 6:32pm


Comment: No one came forward to speak.

Closed hearing at 6:33pm
6.
Resolution adopting the City of Altoona's annual budget for the year ending June 30, 2016 (Tax 
Rate 9.94369)


Resolution 3-2-2015 #01 ADOPTING THE CITY OF ALTOONA'S ANNUAL BUDGET FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2016 (TAX RATE 9.94369)

City Clerk Randy Pierce explained there was no tax rate increase this year.


Roll Call Vote:

_2_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
7.
Public hearing to consider an appeal to a notice to abate nuisance as requested by Richard 
Butkovich, owner of 406 34th Avenue SW


City Administrator Jeff Mark explained City Attorney Bob Laden had been in contact with the 
attorney for Mr. Butkovich. They are still waiting for a final settlement from the insurance company 
and are seeking a 60-day extension of the issuance of the notice to abate nuisance. 


Open hearing at 6:35pm


Comment: No one came forward to speak.

Closed hearing at 6:36pm
8.
Resolution to consider abatement of nuisance at the property owned by Richard L. Butkovich


No action taken on this resolution.  

*Council Member Kyle Mertz motioned for a 60-day extension to abate the nuisance.  

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
9.
Motion to reconsider an ordinance amendment for Chapter 159, table 159.05B (adding 
language clarifying sign area for buildings over 300,000 sf)

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
10.
Ordinance amending Chapter 159, table 159.05B (adding language clarifying sign area for 
buildings over 275,000 sf) (1st reading)


Ordinance No. 3-2-2015 #1 (401) AMENDING 2004 CITY OF ALTOONA CODE OF 
ORDINANCES CHAPTER 159, TABLE 159.05B (ADDING LANGUAGE CLARIFYING 
SIGN AREA FOR BUILDINGS OVER 275,000 SF)

Attorney William Bartine of Belin McCormick, 666 Walnut St., Suite 2000, Des Moines, representing 
New England Development said their lender would prefer that the language in this ordinance apply to 
buildings over 275,000 sf.  Council Members Dean O'Connor, Jeremy Boka and Mertz discussed the 
rationale behind reducing the minimum trigger size to 275,000 sf versus 300,000 sf.  Mr. Bartine 
explained that it is easier for the development company to get lenders with the less square footage 
language but the developer does not plan on reducing the size of their development.  Community 
Development Director John Shaw stated there is no issue with the signage that would be impacted 
with this change unless the development was under 275,000 sf.

Roll Call Vote (1st Reading):

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)

Roll Call Vote (To Waive 2nd & 3rd Reading):

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)

Roll Call Vote (To Publish):

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)

11.
Motion to reconsider Ordinance amending 2004 City of Altoona Code of Ordinances Chapter 
167.09.19 (change the number of parking stalls required for retail buildings over 300,000 sf)

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
12.
Ordinance amending 2004 City of Altoona Code of Ordinances Chapter 167.09.19 (change the 
number of parking stalls required for retail buildings over 275,000 sf) (1st reading)


Ordinance No. 3-2-2015 #2 (402) AMENDING 2004 CITY OF ALTOONA CODE OF 
ORDINANCES CHAPTER 167.09.19 (CHANGE THE NUMBER OF PARKING STALLS 
REQUIRED FOR RETAIL BUILDINGS OVER 275,000 SF)

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)


Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
13.
Resolution to consider a preliminary plat for Bennett Bay Plat


Resolution 3-2-2015 #02 TO CONSIDER A PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR BENNETT BAY 
PLAT

Director John Shaw explained the applicants, Hawkeye Development and Developer Brad 
Stanbrough, are seeking preliminary plat approval for the property located on the east side of 17th 
Avenue NW, west of Rosa Drive. The plat is for 19 single-family lots and 29 detached townhome lots 
with 48 total units. 


Roll Call Vote:

_2_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
14.
Request to waive sewer charges at 806 Green Breeze Circle


Council Member O'Connor motioned to waive sewer charges.

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _2_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
15.
Consider request from Chamber to hold Nippy Hippie 5K on November 7, 2015


Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
16.
Consider request from Chamber to hold Wine event on June 12, 2015


Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0)
17.   Consider approval of Music on the Plaza sponsored by Fireside Grille for the following dates: 
5/29/2015, 6/5/2015, 6/12/2015, 6/26/2015, 7/17/2015, 7/24/2015, 7/31/2015 and 8/7/2015


Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0)
18.
Consent Agenda

*Doug Debolt, representing Veenstra & Kimm, 3000 Westown Parkway, West Des Moines, 
introduced the company and shared the history V&K has had in working with Altoona.


*Public Works Director Scott Atzen explained two of the leagues below have not turned in all the 
paperwork.  He explained the City will hold the lease agreements for signing until after the 
documentation is received.  


a)
Allow Bills


b)
Capital Projects




B1)
Pay App # 10 - 12th Ave. NW Water Main & Footing Drain Collector 






Improvements – Synergy Contracting LLC - $1883.28


c)
Resolution approving requests for tax abatement 


Resolution 3-2-2015 #03 APPROVING REQUESTS FOR TAX ABATEMENT


d)
Consider professional services with Veenstra & Kimm for engineering services for SE Lift 

Station Sanitary Sewer Phase 1


e)
Consider moving the 2nd regularly scheduled March council meeting to Monday, March 30, 

2015 at 6:30pm.


f)
Consider approval of league lease with RAMS Baseball Club 


g)
Consider approval of league lease with Altoona Youth Soccer Association


h)
Consider approval of league lease with SEP Youth Tackle Football


i)
Consider approval of league lease with Altoona Adult Softball



j)
Consider approval of league lease with Altoona Baseball League


k)
Consider approval of league lease with Greater Altoona Girls Softball Association


l)
Consider approval of league lease with Greater Altoona Campus (Flag Football)


m)
Consider approval of league lease with Greater Altoona Campus (Wee Ball)


n)
Set a Public Hearing for Monday, March 30th at 6:30 pm to consider a development plan 


amendment for Eagle Creek Estates to change two attached townhome lots into one    


detached townhome lot (Lots 1 & 2 of Plat 1)


Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0)

19.
Beer & Liquor Permits


a)
Claxons Smokehouse and Grill - Class C Liquor License (LC) (Commercial), Catering 


Privilege, Sunday Sales, Outdoor Sales


Chief Jody Matherly stated there were no violations at this establishment.

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0)


b)
Monterrey LCC – Class C Liquor (LC) (Commercial)



Chief Matherly stated there were no violations at this establishment.


Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _Y_ Mertz  _1_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan  (5-0)
20.
General Business Items/Reports and Updates


*Council Member O'Connor explained the Campus will be remodeling the entrance at the campus.  
The board is also considering additional changes and he will bring back information to the council 
about options the Campus is considering.

*Fire Chief Jerry Whetstone shared that Facebook has awarded the Fire Department with a $10,000 
grant.


*Council Member Mertz shared the amount of money the city is likely to receive with the state gas 
tax that was just passed.


*City Administrator Mark reminded council and mayor that the 2nd regular March council meeting 
would be held on Monday March 30th this month due to absences the week of the March 16th.


*Mayor Conkling explained the meeting held by the IDOT about the closing of Exit 141 on I-80 
interstate exchange and how it will affect the business off of Hubbell Ave. (Hwy 65 bypass) & 
Adventureland Drive.  He also shared the different trainings he has attended over the last couple of 
weeks.  Mayor Conkling reminded the people in attendance of the SEP Foundation Gala that is taking 
place on Friday, March 6 at Prairie Meadows.
21.
Adjourn at 7:20pm

Roll Call Vote:

_Y_ Boka  _Y_ Harmeyer _1_ Mertz  _2_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan  (5-0)
Attest to:
_________________________

______________________________


         
Amy S. Hill, Secretary

     
      J.M. Skip Conkling, Mayor
