
CITY OF ALTOONA COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017, 6:30 P.M.  

 AT THE ALTOONA CITY HALL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 Roll Call at 6:30 pm 
 Mayor Conkling – absent Boka – present  Mertz- present  
 O’Connor – present   Sloan- present  Willey - present   
  
 City Officials Present: Jeff Mark, Randy Pierce, Jerry Whetstone, Lee Richardson, Jason Ferguson, 
 John Shaw, Jim Utter, Jon Hanson, Amy Hill, City Attorney Bob Laden 
 
 Audience Present: Greg Stallman, Jay Koester, Scot Leighter, Kevin Baccam, Kim Thompson, 
 Aaron Meyer, Jeremy Larsen, Jack Bartels 
 
2. Perfecting and approval of the agenda 
 Mayor Pro-Tem Dean O’Connor requested agenda be approved as presented. 
  Roll Call Vote:  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
3. Approval of April 3, 2017, Council Minutes 
  Roll Call Vote:  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _2_ Willey (5-0) 
 
4. Citizens request to address council 
 No one came forward to speak. 
 
5. Public hearing to consider a rezoning request from Willowbrook Estates LLC to rezone 7.47 acres 

from R-2 (One and Two-family Residential) to R-5 (Planned Unit Development) 
 Hearing opened: 6:30pm 

Comments: No one came forward to speak. 
 Hearing closed: 6:31pm 
 
6. Ordinance No. 04-17-2017 #01 (451) TO AMEND 2004 CITY OF ALTOONA CODE OF ORDINANCES 

TO REZONE 7.47 ACRES FROM R-2 (ONE AND TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO R-5 (PLANNED UNIT 
DEVELOPMENT)(1st Reading)  

 Roll Call Vote (1st Reading):  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd Reading):  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive publish):  
 _2_ Boka  Y__ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 
7. Public hearing to consider a development plan request from Willowbrook Estates, LLC for 30 

single-family homes 
 Hearing opened: 6:32pm 

Comments: No one came forward to speak. 
 Hearing closed: 6:32:30pm 
 
8. Resolution #04-17-2017 #01 TO APPROVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR WILLOWBROOK ESTATES, 
 LLC 

Council Member Kyle Mertz asked about the setbacks.  City Administrator Jeff Mark responded the 
PUD zoning will allow for smaller lots. The owner has stated that the project will not work 
financially with the larger lots. The R-5 (PUD) allows for reduced bulk regulations. Specifically, 
they are reducing the side yard set-backs from 8 feet to 5 feet, lot widths of 58’ with a minimum 



lot size of 7,000 square feet. Staff’s opinion is that although these lots are smaller than what was 
originally planned for this area, the new proposal, with single-family detached homes on smaller 
lots, is a better fit for the neighborhood than duplexes.  Council Member Mertz motioned approval 
of the development plan. 

 Roll Call Vote:  
 _2_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
9. Public hearing to consider a rezoning request from Franzen Altoona I-80 Partnership to rezone 
 15.08 acres from M-1 (Limited Industrial) to M-2 (Heavy Industrial) 
 Hearing opened: 6:32pm 

Comments: Tim West from Snyders and Associates, Inc., 2727 Snyder Blvd., Ankeny, explained 
Franzen I-80 Partnership, is requesting to rezone the 15 acres located at 410 Adventureland Drive. 
This is the property located between Iowa Cold Storage and Central Trailer. The proposed rezoning 
is from M-1 (Limited Industrial) to M-2 (Heavy Industrial). The reason for the rezoning is to allow 
Central Plains Cement Company to locate on the property.  

 Hearing closed: 6:37pm 
 
10. Ordinance No. 04-17-2017 #02 (452) TO AMEND 2004 CITY OF ALTOONA CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 TO REZONE 15.08 ACRES M-1 (LIMITED INDUSTRIAL) TO M-2 (HEAVY INDUSTRIAL) (1st Reading) 
 Roll Call Vote (1st Reading):  
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd Reading):  
 _Y_ Boka  _2_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive publish):  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
11. Public hearing to consider a rezoning request from Jack Bartels to rezone 22.86 acres from A-
 1 (Agricultural) to R-1 (Single-family Residential) 
 Hearing opened: 6:40pm 

Comments: No one came forward to speak. 
Hearing closed: 6:41pm 

 
12. Ordinance No. 04-17-2017 #03 (453) TO AMEND 2004 CITY OF ALTOONA CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 TO REZONE 22.86 ACRES FROM A-1 (AGRICULTURAL TO R-1 (SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL)(1st 
 Reading) 
 Roll Call Vote (1st Reading):  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _2_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd Reading):  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _2_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive publish):  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
13. Public hearing to consider vacating and selling of public right-of-way near 25th Avenue SW, 

north of 14th Street SW 
City Administrator Mark explained this is a public hearing to consider vacating and selling of public 
right-of-way near 25th Avenue SW, north of 14th Street SW. The ROW in question is part of the 
Eagle Knoll Estates Plat 1. The western 66 feet of lots 1 and 2 is owned by the City and is part of 
old 25th Avenue. The land became unneeded by the City when Eagle Creek Estates to the north was 
developed and 25th Avenue was shifted east. Staff would recommend approval given that this 
would be the highest and best use of the property.  

 Hearing opened: 6:40pm 
Comments: No one came forward to speak. 

 Hearing closed: 6:41pm 
 



14. Ordinance No. 04-17-2017 #04 (454) TO VACATE AND SELL PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY NEAR 25TH 
 AVENUE SW, NORTH OF 14TH STREET SW 
 Roll Call Vote (1st Reading):  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive 2nd & 3rd Reading):  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 Roll Call Vote (To waive publish):  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 
15. Resolution #04-17-2017 #02 TO APPROVE A PRELIMINARY PLAT FOR EAGLE KNOLL ESTATES 
 PLAT 1 

City Administrator Mark explained the preliminary plat show 41 lots and 4 Outlots on 28.19 acres. 
The homes in the development will be single-family detached structures. They will be developed 
on the 22.86 acres that were included on the rezoning in item #11 on the agenda. 

 Roll Call Vote:  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 
16. Consider approval of police chief employment contract 
 Interim Police Chief Jason Ferguson introduced Greg Stallman as the new police chief. The new 
 police chief will begin his duties on May 15th.  Council Member Jeremy Boka motioned approval of 
 the contract subject to Greg Stallman passing pre-employment screenings 
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _1_ Boka  _2_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
17. Resolution #04-17-2017 #03 TO AWARD THE CONTRACT AND APPROVE THE BOND FOR THE 
 STP-E-0132(619)-8V-77 (GAY LEA WILSON TRAIL) PROJECT  

The low bid was submitted by Elder Corporation in the amount of $1,499,000.  
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 
18. Consider development agreement with Diamond Development, LLC for public improvements 
 for Brookhaven Plat 1 

City Administrator Mark explained the Diamond Development, LLC is developing property to be 
platted as Brookhaven Plat 1. This is a residential subdivision located west of the Clay Estates 
development. This agreement provides that the City of Altoona will reimburse the developer for 
the cost of certain public improvements. These improvements include the over-depth for sanitary 
sewer, an offsite fire hydrant, offsite storm sewer improvements on 36th Street and storm water 
improvements associated with the Clay Estates pond, including seeding. The agreed upon costs 
associated with these public improvement is $254,147.  

  Roll Call Vote:  
 _Y_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _2_ Willey (5-0) 
 
19. Consider development agreement with Spring Creek Ridge, LC for public improvement for 
 Spring  Creek Ridge Plat 1 

City Administrator Mark this is a development agreement with Spring Creek Ridge, LC for certain 
public improvements in the Spring Creek Ridge Plat 1. The agreement provides that the City of 
Altoona will reimburse the developer for the cost of offsite and oversizing of certain public 
improvements which include the offsite sanitary sewer, 16” water main and offsite hydrants, off 
site storm sewer, offsite sidewalk and an offsite Mid American street light. The agreed upon costs 
associated with these public improvements is $334,070. 

 Roll Call Vote:  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _1_ Willey (5-0) 
 
 



20. Consider approving payment for invoice from Polk County Aviation Board in the amount of 
 $11,943.00 
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _Y_ Boka  _2_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
21. Resolution #04-17-2017 #04 TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF ALTOONA TO GIVE NOTICE TO THE 
 POLK COUNTY AVIATION AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF ALTOONA INTENTIONS TO WITHDRAWAL 
 FROM THE 28E AGREEMENT WHEN CURRENT AGREEMENT EXPIRES ON JUNE 30, 2021 
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan _2_ Willey (5-0) 
 
22. Resolution #04-17-2017 #05 AUTHORIZING ACTION TO REDEEM OUTSTANDING TAXABLE WATER 
 REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2009C 
 City Clerk Randy Pierce explained this resolution authorizes the city to redeem the outstanding 
 Series 2009C Water revenue bonds. The city will use reserve funds to pay off the  outstanding 
 balance of these bonds, $2,925,000. By paying these bonds off early the city will be saving  
 $1,246,060 over the next 12 years in interest costs. 
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _1_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
23. Resolution #04-17-2017 #06 AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $8,080,000 GENERAL 
 OBLIGATION URBAN RENEWAL CORPORATE PURPOSE BONDS, SERIES 2017, AND PROVIDING FOR 
 THE LEVY OF TAXES TO PAY THE BONDS 
 City Clerk Pierce stated this resolution authorizes the issuance of the Series 2017 GO Urban 
 Renewal Corporate Purpose Bonds that the city took bids for back on April 3, 2017. This bond issue 
 is for $8,080,000 and the proceeds will be used for the Gay Lea Wilson Bike Trail and the 
 Adventureland Drive widening  projects. 
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _2_ Boka  _1_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _Y_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
24. Consider Consent Agenda 
 a) Allow Bills  
 b)  Capital Projects 
  B1)  Change Order #2 – Jackson Creek Enterprises, LC - 2016 Water Main Replacement 
    Project – ($1975.00) 
  B2)  Final Pay App - Jackson Creek Enterprises, LC - 2016 Water Main Replacement  
    Project - $34,988.50 
 c) Receive and file Title VI documents 
 d) Resolution #04-17-2017 #07 APPROVING WRITING OFF OF RESCUE FEES FOR BAD DEBT 

 ACCOUNTS – MEDICARE – MEDICAID – CMS COLLECTIONS FROM 1-1-2017 THRU’ 3-31-2017 
 e) Resolution #04-17-2017 #08 APPROVING REQUESTS FOR TAX ABATEMENT 
 f) Resolution #04-17-2017 #09 ACCEPTING PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS – 2016 WATER MAIN 

 REPLACEMENT PROJECT 
 g) Consider Supplemental Agreement No. 3 for Adventureland Drive Reconstruction and 

 Widening with Kirkham, Michael & Associates ($76,000) 
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _1_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _2_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
25. Beer and Liquor Permits 
 a) Big Steer Restaurant and Lounge - Class C Liquor License & Sunday Sales 
  Lt. Jason Ferguson stated there were no violations at this establishment. 
  Roll Call Vote:  
  _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 b) Johnny’s Italian Steakhouse - Class C Liquor License (LC)(Commercial), Sunday Sales and 
  Outdoor Sales 



  Lt. Ferguson stated there were no violations at this establishment. 
  Roll Call Vote:  
  _Y_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan _2_ Willey (5-0) 
 c) Caseys General Store #1938 - Class C Beer Permit (BC), Class B Native Wine Permit, Sunday 
   Sales 
  Lt. Ferguson stated there were no violations at this establishment. 
  Roll Call Vote:  
  _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
26. Department Head Reports & Updates 
 The following department heads provided updates to the council: Interim Police Chief Jason 
 Ferguson, Fire Chief Jerry Whetstone, Public Utilities Director Jim Utter, City Engineer Jon Hanson 
 and Director Shaw. 
 
27. General Business Items/Reports and Updates 
 *Council Member Vern Willey shared that Council Member Michelle Sloan, staff and he had met with 
 Willis Van Zee about the Tuscan Project development. 
 *Council Member Jeremy Boka shared that EPIC has added three new board members. 
 *City Administrator Mark reminded all in attendance about the Spring Clean Up and Tire Drop Off 
 this Saturday, April 22nd. He gave an update about the DART governance board.  He shared with 
 council about the My Place groundbreaking ceremony on May 18th. 
  
28. Adjourn at 7:10pm  
 Roll Call Vote:  
 _2_ Boka  _Y_ Mertz _Y_ O’Connor  _1_ Sloan _Y_ Willey (5-0) 
 
 

 
 
 
Attest to: _________________________  ______________________________ 
            Amy S. Hill, Secretary              Dean O’Connor, Mayor Pro-Tem 


